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Furman REPORTS
JEFFERY L. DEAL ’77, A Land at the 
Center of the World: An Ethnography 
of the Dinka Agaar of South Sudan 
(Markoulakis Press, 2011). After almost 
20 years as a surgical specialist, the author 
developed a vision problem that caused 
him to leave his practice in Charleston, 
S.C., for the Sudanese bush, where he led 
teams of volunteers and donors to build 
the largest medical facility in the region. 
He served as the !rst medical director for 
the facility while simultaneously obtaining 
a master’s degree in anthropology from 
the University of South Carolina and a 
diploma from the London School of Tropi-
cal Medicine and Hygiene. He also began 
formal anthropological studies of the
Dinka Agaar, and during 17 months 
of !eldwork he accumulated hundreds 
of stories, surveys, recordings and photo-
graphs of evolving conditions in the area. 
Currently Deal is director of anthropology 
and water studies for the Center for 
Global Health at the Medical University 
of South Carolina and director of health 
studies for Water Missions International. 
He recently received a patent for an 
automated, mobile room decontamination 
system marketed by Lumalier Corporation 
under the name Tru-D.
MONTE DUTTON ’80, The Audacity of 
Dope (Neverland Publishing, 2011). Peter 
Farris, author of Last Call for the Living, 
describes this book as “both lyrical and 
folksy, a Kerouac-ian road novel that’s also 
laugh-out-loud funny, featuring an anti-
hero so potentially iconic you'll be sur!ng 
eBay for ‘Riley Mans!eld’ tees before 
long. Audacity is the rare combination of 
satire and sentiment, a look at our country 
during its most divisive decade, and a toe-
tapping yarn spun with threads so pungent 
you might get a contact high just reading 
it.” Dutton, who works for the Gaston 
(N.C.) Gazette, lives in Clinton, S.C., and is 
an award-winning NASCAR writer. He is 
author of a history of Clinton High School 
football, a book about Americana music, 
and a number of books about NASCAR. 
Audacity of Dope is his !rst novel. Visit 
http://montedutton.com.
JOHN MICHAEL MANSHIP ’01, 
Cambridge Street (CreateSpace, 2011). 
The author says the novel is based in 
large part on his work with urban youth 
in Boston. It explores the dichotomy 
of poverty and privilege through the eyes 
of a quirky 13-year-old narrator and draws 
from speci!c encounters Manship had 
while working for 10 years with Boston 
public school students. Manship is also 
co-writer of “T: An MBTA Musical,” which 
became the best-selling musical in the 
ImprovBoston theater’s history, selling 
out 12 straight shows last summer. The 
actor/educator now lives in Chicago. 
To learn more, visit www.jmmanship.com.
MATTHEW L. GOODWIN ’03 (M.S. 
’04) and Lawrence C. Wit, Biomedical 
Physiology (Kendall Hunt Publishing, 2011). 
Goodwin holds a Ph.D. in physiology from 
Auburn University and is currently working 
toward a medical degree at Weill Cornell 
Medical College in New York City. His co-
author is a professor of biology at Auburn 
University. According to The Auburn 
Report, a newsletter for the school’s fac-
ulty and staff, the book developed out of 
the copious notes Goodwin took while in 
Wit’s class. It covers the core principles of 
physiology that many pre-med students are 
required to master for admission to medical 
school and for several related professions. 
Learn more about Goodwin’s work at 
http://doctorgoodwin.blogspot.com.
DAVID MATHIS ’03, The Pastor as  
Scholar and the Scholar as Pastor: Re!ec-
tions on Life and Ministry (co-edited with 
Owen Strachan) and Thinking, Loving,  
Doing: A Call to Glorify God with Heart 
and Mind (co-edited with John Piper). 
Mathis lives in Minneapolis, where he  
is theological assistant to Piper. Piper  
and D.A. Carson are co-authors of The  
Pastor as Scholar, which challenges those  
in academia and in the pastorate to think 
carefully and holistically about their calling. 
Piper focuses on the importance of careful 
thinking in his role as pastor, Carson on 
the importance of a pastoral heart in his 
career as scholar. Thinking, Loving, Doing 
is a call to holistic Christianity and features 
contributions from Rick Warren, Francis 
Chan, R. Albert Mohler, Jr., R.C. Sproul, 
Thabiti Anyabwile, and Piper. Both books 
are published by Crossway.
FROM FACULTY
LAURA WRIGHT, Kerry Karukstis, 
Bridget Gourley and Miriam Rossi, editors, 
Mentoring Strategies to Facilitate the 
Advancement of Women Faculty (Oxford 
University Press, 2011). The publisher says, 
“Compelling evidence exists to support the 
hypothesis that both formal and informal 
mentoring practices that provide access to 
information and resources are effective in 
promoting career advancement, especially 
for women.” The book emerged from the 
March 2010 symposium “Successful  
Mentoring Strategies to Facilitate the 
Advancement of Women Faculty” 
and from the editors’ own National 
Science Foundation-ADVANCE project 
that involved the formation of horizontal 
peer mentoring alliances at liberal arts 
colleges. It features a collection of practices 
and insights about how mentoring has 
impacted their professional and personal 
lives, and presents effective strategies for 
advancing women faculty. Wright, profes-
sor of chemistry at Furman, wrote about 
the project in the Summer 2009 issue  
of Furman. Her co-editors are chemistry 
professors at Harvey Mudd College 
(Karukstis), DePauw University (Gourley) 
and Vassar College (Rossi).
ECHOL LEE NIX, JR., Echol Lee Nix, Sr., 
and Annie Mae Nix, The Inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit (NewSouth Books, 2011). The 
publisher says the book “seeks to instruct 
and to inspire by focusing on key verses 
in the scripture and by providing critical 
interpretations, scholarly information, and 
personal beliefs. The sermons in this book 
are meant to teach and to reach audiences, 
regardless of race, gender, or denomi-
nation. They are broad and inclusive, 
endeavoring to share a message of hope 
for all people.” Echol Nix, Jr., is an assistant 
professor of religion at Furman. He serves 
on the boards of the Baptist World Alliance 
(Commission on Ethics) and the North 
American Paul Tillich Society (American
Academy of Religion). His father is a minis-
ter, counselor, educator and evangelist, 
and his mother, now deceased, was 
a church and community leader. 
“I believe the speed of change will continue 
to accelerate even faster in our world — 
and higher education must be de!ning and 
leading such change. The challenge for 
higher education is to clearly de!ne its role 
for leading change, or risk being subject to 
the pace of change that questions both our 
value and relevancy.”
— CHUCK AMBROSE ’83, PRESIDENT OF CENTRAL MISSOURI 
STATE UNIVERSITY, IN HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 
“I’m leery about placing very young children 
in any form of organized activity at a time of 
development when they should be allowed 
to have spontaneous play. Children need to 
have experiences where they develop a joy 
at their own pace. I don’t believe in teaching 
toddlers through formal instruction.”
— LORRAINE DEJONG, COORDINATOR OF THE EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT’S EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM, 
IN A GREENVILLE NEWS STORY ON THE PROS AND CONS 
OF SOCCER PROGRAMS FOR PRESCHOOLERS.
“Mr. Obama’s challenge in 2012 is not the
ideological fervor of Tea Party conserva-
tives, but rather the recognition by many 
working-class and middle-class voters that 
both parties favor Wall Street over Main 
Street. While activist groups on the right 
and left compete to portray big government 
or big business as the enemy, the silent 
majority is still out there in the volatile 
political center, up for grabs.”
— MATTHEW D. LASSITER ’92, HISTORY PROFESSOR 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN AND AUTHOR OF 
A BOOK ON THE EMERGENCE OF THE SILENT MAJORITY, 
IN A NEW YORK TIMES OP-ED.
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“As recent research into teenage bullying 
and its incipient causes shows, we have 
to begin by educating our kids. We have 
to talk with them. We have to interact 
with them in the media where they interact. 
That means we have to be on Facebook 
(even though some of them will tell you 
that Facebook died the day their parents 
got on it!). We have to text. We may even, 
God forbid, have to tweet. We have to have 
honest conversations with our kids about 
how adults in a civil society disagree.”
— TROY TERRY, DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE STUDIES,
 IN A GREENVILLE NEWS COLUMN TITLED “WE MUST 
TEACH OUR CHILDREN HOW TO TREAT OTHERS.”
“Do you drink water? Do you eat food? 
Do you breathe air? If you answered yes 
to two of those three questions, then 
you’re an environmentalist.”
— ROBERT D. BULLARD, CALLED “THE FATHER OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE,” DURING A CAMPUS TALK.
“Sports teaches you about overcoming 
adversity and sticking with something when 
things don’t go well. Sports teaches that to 
be ultimately successful, there is a lot
of work and struggle.”
— GREG LAETSCH ’79, FORMER FURMAN FOOTBALL 
CAPTAIN, NOW MANAGER OF MORGAN STANLEY SMITH 
BARNEY’S SEVEN-BRANCH COMPLEX IN LOS ANGELES, 
IN A PROFILE IN RESEARCH MAGAZINE.
“One of the great strengths of our country is that our states can pass laws independently, 
at different times than one another. We basically have 50 different laboratories to test the 
ef!cacy of various policies.” 
— GREENVILLE ATTORNEY KIRBY MITCHELL ’90, DURING A CAMPUS PROGRAM ON SOUTH CAROLINA’S IMMIGRATION LAW.
“It gives me added incentive. It’s a 
great thing. It’s a way all students 
can give back.”
— MELANIE SHUMATE ’12, 
IN AN ASSOCIATED PRESS ARTICLE ON 
FURMAN’S REREV PROGRAM, WHICH 
CONVERTS ENERGY FROM ELLIPTICAL 
WORKOUTS INTO CARBON-FREE ELECTRICITY.
